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hildren are moldable, resilient and impressionable. To grow into 
healthy, law-abiding adults, their needs must be met. If they experience second-
hand violence in an abusive home, those needs escalate. But o"cers can help. 

5-year-old little boy who, separated from his mom and dad, had an eye-opening dis-
cussion with the responding o"cer. 

“!e little boy looked up at his gun and said, ‘Is that the gun you’re going to shoot 

said, ‘Are you going to shoot my mommy with that gun?’ Here is an opportunity to 

who might one day be a police o"cer.” 

cases can a#ect children in the home. 
-

$ve. He was physically abusive with all of us. He nearly killed my mother several 
times, caused miscarriages, pushed her out of speeding cars. I grew up trying to sur-
vive all of that, and it was only by the grace of God and a strong mother we were able 
to get out.” 

with domestic violence. 
“O"cers would come to the scene, and I would stand on the front porch with my 

mother,” he said. “I was 4 to 6 years old and the big o"cers would look at my mother 
and say, ‘If I come out here one more time I’m going to lock you up and take your 
kids away.’ 

“I heard those same things said to victims, and I understand why they did it,” 

law enforcement is not generally people who hate people or you can’t do this work. 
I know they don’t. But the leadership should set the example of, ‘Don’t be frustrated, 
let’s look for solutions.’”

Collection indicate that one-third of children who witness the abuse of their parent 
su#er from signi$cant behavioral and emotional problems. Among them are sleep 
disruption, excessive crying, anxiety, stuttering and problems at school. Boys who 
witness the abuse of their mother are more likely to be abusive as adults, while girls 
may be more tolerant of abuse as adults than those who do not witness domestic 
violence in their homes. >>
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